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M LPERSMAN 1910- 230
DI SCHARGE | N ABSENTI A
Responsi bl e | NAVPERSCOM Phone: DSN 882- 4433
Ofice ( PERS- 832) COM| (901) 874-4433
FAX 882- 2624

Ref er ence (a) DOD Directive 1332.14 of 21 Dec 93
(wth Change 1)
(b) DOD Directive 1325.2 of 2 Aug 04

1. Policy. Discharge in absentia may be effected by the
separation authority (SA) provided the nenber has been
properly given notice of the adm nistrative separation
(ADSEP) action. The SA must be a General Court Marti al
Conveni ng Authority (GCMCA) or higher. At a mininumthis
requires

a. the nenber acknow edged recei pt and signed the
notification letter advising themof the reason for
pr ocessi ng;

b. the letter of notification clearly indicated the
| east favorable characterization of service;

c. the letter of notification clearly indicated the
individual’s right to an adm nistrative board (or GCMCA
review), and to nake a statenent; and

d. an Under O her Than Honorable (OTH) discharge is
authorized. To be awarded a discharge in “absentia” the
menber nust be in an Unauthorized Absence (UA) status or in
jail. To award a General (Under Honorable Conditions) or
Honor abl e di scharge while in a UA status is inappropriate.
Processing for a General or Honorable discharge shoul d be
hel d in abeyance for nmenbers who go UA prior to separation.
Upon a nenber’s return fromUA of |less than 30 days, the SA
may use discretion to either effect the previously
aut hori zed General / Honor abl e di scharge or reprocess for an
OTH, however, UA in excess of 30 days is a serious offense
and reprocessing for an OTH i s appropri ate.
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2. Restriction. Personnel incarcerated by foreign
civilian or mlitary authorities outside of the
jurisdiction of the United States (U.S.), will not be

di scharged in absentia. NOTE: This does not preclude
processi ng the nmenber for separation to be effected upon
return to U.S. jurisdiction.

3. Discharge in Absentia for Alien Unauthorized Absentees

a. As an exception to paragraph 1 and per
reference (a), when a nmenber who is an alien is absent
W t hout | eave and appears to have gone to a foreign country
where the U S. has no authority to apprehend, the nenber
may be separated without return to mlitary control

b. Prior to execution of the separation, the nenber
wll be notified of the imm nent action by regi stered or
certified mail, return receipt requested (or by an
equi valent formof notice if such service by U S Mil is
not available for delivery at an address outside the U S.),
to the nmenber’ s | ast known address and/or to the next of
kin. The notice shall specify that the action has been
suspended until 45 days fromthe date of mailing in order
to give the respondent the opportunity to return to
mlitary control. |If the respondent does not return to
mlitary control or return the Notice of Admnistrative
Separation by such date, the SA shall discharge the nenber
in absenti a.

c. Per paragraph 6.2 of reference (b), when alien
deserters are discharged in absentia, Personnel Support
Activities (PERSUPPACTs) and separation comrands shal
forward one copy of DD Form 214 (Rev. 2-00), Certificate of
Rel ease or Di scharge from Active Duty, to

U S. Departnent of State
Visa Ofice-CA VO

State Annex No. 2
Washi ngt on, DC 20520

to deter the unwarranted i ssuance of visas.
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